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H E A L T H  A N D  

C O M M U N I T I E S  W O R K I N G  G R O U P  

 

Tuesday, 2nd February, 2016 

 
Present: Councillor Eamonn Higgins (in the Chair); Councillor Tony Dobson. 

In Attendance:  Tony Akrigg, Vickie Barritt, Kirsten Burnett, Ben Caulfield, Michael Cunliffe, 
Sharon Elliott, Fiona Goodfellow, Karen Gregory, Ian Halliday,  

  Richard Needham, Melusi Ndeble, Joanne Smith, Rachel Watkin and  
  Kelly Watson. 
 

 
1. Apologies for Absence 
 
1.1 Apologies for absence were received on behalf of Councillor Kerry Molineux, Dorothy Shears 

and Linda Horsfield. 
 
 
2. Substitution 
 
2.1 There were no substitute representatives for Councillors Kerry Molineux and Wendy Dwyer. 
 
 
3. Declarations of Interest   
 
3.1 No declarations of interest were reported at the meeting. 
 
 
4. Minutes of the last meeting  
 
4.1 To submit the minutes of the last meeting of the Health and Communities Working Group held 

on the 15th September 2015.  
 
Agreed  - That the minutes of the last meeting of the Health and 

Communities Working Group held on 15th September 2015 be 
approved as a correct record.  

 
 
5. Matters Arising  
 
5.1  No matters were arising from the minutes of the previous meeting. 
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6. Regeneration & Housing/ Health- Update 
 
6.1  Fiona Goodfellow, HBC Housing Strategy and Policy Manager reported that at the last meeting 

the topic of housing and how it can impact upon health was discussed. Following this a 
presentation had been produced and was delivered to the working group giving information on 
research, hospital statistics, hazards such as cold & damp and the relationship with increased 
health risks such as cardiovascular and respiratory problems. 

 
6.2 The main discussion focussed on various organisations working together as a partnership to 

improve housing conditions which would have an impact on health. This included enforcement 
of minimum standards in the private sector, adapting people’s homes along with affordable 
warmth and energy efficiency.  

 
6.3 Ian Halliday, HBC Environmental Protection Manager gave a presentation on the Housing 

Health and Safety Rating System (HHSRS) which is a method of assessing housing conditions 
by employing a risk assessment. Over 200 complaints had been made by tenants in the rented 
private and social sector during the past year and improvement notices can be served with 
penalties for non-compliance. A number of questions were asked by Councillors and the 
working group. 

 
Agreed -    That the presentation be noted for informational purposes and 

that at the request of Councillor Dobson, a 60 minute 
training/briefing session on this subject be delivered to HBC 
Councillors.  

 
 
7. Rough Sleepers in Accrington Town Centre 
 
7.1  Councillor Dobson discussed this issue as it had an effect on the health of a person sleeping on 

the streets but also affected the appearance of the town centre. Conversations took place 
around the case of one individual who by choice was living in empty shop doorways in 
Accrington town centre. Accommodation had been offered to the person and there may be 
mental health problems involved, although due to no criminal act taking place it was accepted 
as a lifestyle choice.  

 
7.2 Members of the working group commented on this case and how the individual could be 

engaged with. Details were provided on the next ‘Homeless in Hyndburn’ forum which would 
take place on Tuesday 15th March at 2.00pm.  

 
Agreed -    That the discussion be noted. 

 
 
8. Health Improvement Service & Health Operations Group 
 
8.1  Joanne Smith reported that this would be the last meeting she would be attending as the Health 

Coordinator for Lancashire Care NHS Foundation Trust as they had taken the decision to 
disband the Health Improvement Service from the 1st April 2016 due to cuts in service provision.  

 
8.2 Healthwatch Lancashire would be invited to future meetings to continue the legacy of health 

improvement. 
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Agreed -    That the update information be noted. 
 
 
9. Hyndburn Clinical Commission Group- Update 
  
9.1 Rachel Watkin commented that since the last meeting there had been no major changes to the 

CCG report. There was a new model being designed for primary care which would be consulted 
on at the end of February. 

 
Agreed -    That the update information be noted. 

 
 
10. Public Health & Wellbeing- Update 
 
10.1 Melusi Ndebele from Public Health at Lancashire County Council reported on recent changes 

with services being procured and provided by organisations such as Blackpool Teaching 
Hospital Trust, Lancashire Care NHS Foundation Trust and Inspire. 

 
10.2  Details were given about a social marketing campaign LCC were working on in partnership with 

the Police and Crime Commissioner around the impacts of domestic abuse in children.  
 

Agreed -    That the update information be noted.  
 
 
11. Supporting Maternal Nutrition- Presentation 
 
11.1 Richard Needham, Operations Manager from Surestart in Hyndburn provided the working group 

with a presentation on what services the organisation provides.  

10.2 Details were given on maternal nutrition and education/ training provided as part of the wider 
strategy to promote healthy eating and a number of questions were asked by the working group. 

Agreed -    That the presentation be noted. 

 
12.0 Other Business 
 
12.1 The Chair reported that Dorothy Shears from Hyndburn and Ribble Valley CVS had submitted 

some information for the working group and that the organisation had been given the East 
Lancashire Clinical Commissioning Group grants scheme again.  

 
12.2 Part of the grant was for a Care Navigator to be employed by CVS whose role would be to take 

referrals from GP’s, Health visitors and Practice nurses. This would look at what a person needs 
and either referring them into the Health and Wellbeing service, Age UK integration service , 
Community restart or CVS who will work with them in order to access the social groups that 
have been listed. 
All the details have to be finalised but should be available by the 1st April. 

 
12.3 Tony Akrigg reported he was attending a smoke free East Lancashire meeting and would report 

back in the issue of smoking in cars. 
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13.0  Date and Time of Next Meeting 

 
13.1 That the date and time of the next Health and Communities Working Group be arranged for 

June 2016 with a date and time to be agreed and communicated with all parties. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Signed: ……………………………………………… 

Date: ………………………………………………………. 

 

Chair of the meeting 

at which the minutes were confirmed. 


